Mice Rosa-YFP transgenic mice were purchased from Jackson Laboratory. Transgenic mice expressing the Vav-Cre transgene, in which the pan-hemaetopoietic promoter elements derived from the Vav1 oncogene were used to drive Cre recombinase expression, has been described3,4. EGFP-Foxp3 N-terminal knock-in mice were also described previously8. All animal experiments were carried out under protocols approved by the Institutional Animal Care and Usage Committee of the University of Pittsburgh (protocol approval number 0811074).
Flow cytometry
Flow cytometric analysis was performed on the BD FACSCalibur flow cytometer (BD Biosciences, San Jose, CA) and analyzed with CellQuest Pro software (BD Biosciences). Single cell suspensions were prepared from spleen, subjected to erythrocyte depletion in red blood cell lysis buffer (Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis, MO), blocked with anti-CD16/32 antibody and stained with antibodies. The following antibodies were purchased from BD Biosciences: anti-CD16/32 (2.4G2), anti-CD4 PeCy5 (H129.9), anti-CD45-APC (30-F11), and anti-CD3-APC (145-2C11). Anti-CD25-APC (7D4) antibody was purchased from Miltenyi Biotec (Auburn, CA). 
